Post 18 University/UCAS Support

If you are thinking of applying to University after you finish your studies with us, all the information
you need can be found here.

How Do | Apply for University?
Students apply to university through the UCAS Website - www.ucas.com
Key UCAS Information:

e Buzzword - When registering for the first-time students will need to link their UCAS account
to the school using the Buzzword (which is different every year).

e Fee Code — Under the Student Support Arrangements part of the application students must
select the ‘Derbyshire 02 UK’ Fee Code option.

e Pending Qualifications — In the qualifications section, students will need to enter the
subjects/qualifications they currently study at sixth form as ‘pending’ in the grade section.
Students will also need to put the qualification completion date as the month and year in
which they are due to receive their results.

e Qualifications Titles and Awarding Bodies — When applying, students will need to enter a
full list of all the qualification titles (along with awarding bodies) they have gained at GCSE,
and are currently studying at sixth form.

Choosing Courses and Attending Open Days
Choosing what and where to study can be very challenging. With so many courses across the country
and worldwide to choose from, it can be difficult to work out where to begin. Don’t worry the

resources below can help you narrow down your options:

The UCAS website has some help tips and information to help you begin thinking about the correct
degree courses for you.

What University Course Should You Study? (ucas.com)

The best way to research and narrow down your options is to attend university open days and get
your questions answered. UCAS events and course provider open days give you the chance to ask
guestions and to see what's available. If you can't visit in person don’t worry, you could always go to
a virtual open day. To find virtual tours or events just click on the link to the UCAS website below. It
contains a list of virtual tours and videos from universities and colleges, so you can see what it's like
on campus and what facilities are available. If the uni/college you're interested in isn't listed, take a
look at their website or YouTube channel instead, or see if they're on Unibuddy.

University Virtual Tours | UCAS

University League Tables

University league tables rank universities — however, it's important to check their weighting and
methodology to understand their bias. Just because a University is high up the league table, doesn’t
necessarily mean they are the best at teaching your chosen degree subject, have the best facilities
for you, have the best graduate employment rate or have the highest student satisfaction rating. The
Times Online and the Complete University Guide are interactive sites. Users can highlight their
requirements and create their own unique table.


http://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-undergraduate-what-study
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/open-days-and-events/virtual-tours

World University Rankings | Times Higher Education (THE)

Complete University Guide - University Rankings, Guides and Courses
(thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk)

Checking Grades and Qualifications Against Entry Requirements

e Each university course/apprenticeship programme has its own entry requirements and these differ
between universities/providers. The university/provider will either ask for a specific set of grades or
points. Some universities/providers even require you to have taken specific subjects at both A-Level
and GCSE.

e University students can check all this by going to the UCAS website, finding the course they are
applying for and checking the entry requirements. Once you have found the qualifications you have
taken, make sure you have what is needed to gain entry onto the course.

Search - UCAS

e Entry requirements for university courses will also be displayed on university websites. You can use
the grids below to work out how many points you will have in total at the end of year 13. Remember
these will be based on what your subject teachers predict you will achieve at the end of year 13.
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e If you are unsure whether you have enough tariff points, you can work it out by visiting the UCAS
Tariff Points Calculator. This site also contains the most up to date tariff table, so if you can’t find a
qualification you study in the table above, you will be able to find it on there.

UCAS Tariff Points - Calculate Your Entry Requirements



https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://digital.ucas.com/search
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator

Personal Statements

A personal statement is required if you are applying to any university. This is a written document in
which a student sells their qualities and achievements on paper. It is what university admissions
teams use to assess whether students deserve a place on their course. The easier way to do this is by
completing it on Unifrog or Word and then copying and pasting it on to UCAS. Students should show
their personal statement to their mentor and as many people as they can. All spelling, punctuation
etc. must be checked. Instead of one long statement, it is now three questions which provide
scaffolding and structure, to help guide a student and support them to include the information,
examples, and experiences that universities and colleges want to see.

Question 1: Why do you want to study this course or subject?

This is the opportunity for students to showcase their passion, curiosity, interest, and knowledge of
their chosen subject area and to demonstrate to universities and colleges why it’s a good fit for them
and their future ambitions.

Examples of what they might talk about here are:
* Their motivations for studying this course(s):
* Their knowledge of this subject area and interests:
*  Future plans and why this course/subject is a good fit:
* Personal life experiences that have sparked inspiration

Question 2: How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for this course or
subject?

This is the chance for students to show evidence of the relevant or transferable skills they've gained
from their formal education and highlight their understanding of how this will help them succeed in
this subject area.

Examples of what they might talk about here are:

e How their studies or training relate to their chosen course(s) or subject area:

e What relevant or transferable skills they have that make them a great candidate:

e Any relevant educational achievements: Consider accomplishments like winning a school or
national competition, serving as a student ambassador or team captain, or landing the lead
role in a play.

Question 3: What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why are these
experiences useful?

A chance to talk about any other activities students have undertaken outside of their formal
education/personal experiences which further demonstrate their suitability for the course. This is
likely to be highly personal and anything you include — you need to reflect on why it has been useful.

Examples of what they might talk about here are:
*  Extra and super-curriculars

*  Volunteering



* Personal life experiences e.g. caring for a family member, overcoming a challenge
* Young enterprise

*  Work experience/Shadowing

* Job/employment — part-time or full-time

*  Online learning activities e.g. Springpod, MOOCs etc.

* Tutoring

* Trips and visits (online or in person) e.g. Museums, exhibitions, galleries, sites of historic
interest, relevant sites connected to your course e.g. magistrate courts for law etc.

* Podcasts, TED talks, documentaries etc.
*  Duke of Edinburgh/Duke of York awards

For more hints and tips on how to write a successful personal statement, head to the UCAS Personal
Statement Support Tool - UCAS Personal Statement Tool - Learn what to write about

If you are an Oxbridge, Medicine, Veterinary, Dentistry, Teaching, Nursing or Paramedic student
speak to your mentor for more specific guidance.

Hearing Back From Universities

Each university and college will make their decisions at different times, meaning you might hear back
before your friends do, or vice versa. There are three different types of offers you can receive. Either
a conditional or unconditional offer is good news.

e A conditional offer means you still need to meet the requirements — usually exam results
(you need to check on UCAS track exactly what the university want from you in order for you
to successfully gain a place on the course — you don’t want any surprises on results day!)

¢ Anunconditional offer means you've got a place, although there might still be a few things
to arrange.

e An unsuccessful or withdrawn choice removes that option, but you could add more.

You can find out more about the different types of offers by visiting the UCAS website: University
offers - conditional, unconditional, unsuccessful & withdrawn (ucas.com)

UCAS Extra - UCAS Extra | No Offers? Add More Choices With Our 'Extra' Service

You might be able to add another choice through the UCAS Extra service if you've received decisions
from all five universities or colleges and weren't accepted, or if you declined the offers you
received. Extra is a free service — available for you to apply to one course at a time. If Extra is
available to you, it'll show up as a button when you sign in to Track.

Student Finance, Scholarships, Bursaries and Grants

If you applying to university, then you will most likely want to apply for a student loan to help you
cover some of the cost. You can’t apply for student finance until around February/March of Year 13.
But as soon as we know the window has opened, we will let you know. The Student Finance England
website provides you with information regarding how much money students are entitled to, how
they can apply and what evidence or supportive documents will be required to make an application.


https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-statement
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/ucas-undergraduate-types-offer
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/ucas-undergraduate-types-offer
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/extra-choices

Student finance login - GOV.UK

Everyone can apply for a student loan and there are two types. A tuition fee loan covers, as the
name implies, the cost of your tuition fees and is paid straight to your uni. Your maintenance loan,
however, is to help with accommodation and other living costs and is paid into your bank account in
3 instalments each year.

Use the student finance calculator to see how much you would need/could borrow:

Student finance calculator - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Unlike the other two loans above, student bursaries/scholarships/grants aren’t provided by the
same person, so you can’t apply through the student finance system. You'll often find they are given
out by universities, or maybe even private companies or charities in special cases. They are most
likely found on each university’s webpage. However, the UCAS weblinks below give you some
information regarding where you can start looking:

Scholarships, grants, and bursaries | Undergraduate, Conservatoires | UCAS

Scholarships And Additional Financial Support For Students | UCAS

Applying for Accommodation

When you can apply for accommodation varies from uni to uni, but usually you can apply once
you’ve accepted an offer. Some universities will allow you to apply for accommodation even if
they’re your insurance option, though many will only open applications to you if they’re your firm
choice. You basically need to keep a close eye on each university’s accommodation application
window, as each institution differs.

Although you can’t apply while you’re still waiting for your offer, it is worth doing your research in
advance so that you can make your application as soon as they open. Accommodation is usually
allocated on a first-come, first-served basis — and some unis can't guarantee all first-years a place in
halls. This is all found on the University’s website.


https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-calculator
https://www.ucas.com/finance/scholarships-grants-and-bursaries
https://www.ucas.com/finance/additional-funding

