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Y9 OPTIONS AT NETHERTHORPE SCHOOL  
 

Dear Students and Parent/Carers, 

Welcome to the Year 9 Options Booklet. 

Choosing subjects for Key Stage 4 (KS4) is an important milestone in a young person’s 
education and can feel both exciting and overwhelming. This booklet has been designed to 
support you through that process by clearly outlining the subjects available, what each course 
involves, and how these choices fit into your child’s wider journey through school and beyond. 

It is important to remember that there is no single “right” pathway. At this stage, we encourage 
students to think carefully about their strengths, interests, and enjoyment of learning, alongside 
future aspirations. Options choices should reflect a balance of challenge, curiosity, and personal 
motivation, rather than perceived difficulty or short-term preferences. 

Throughout the Options process, students will be supported through assemblies, subject 
information, 1-2-1 discussions, and guidance from staff who know them well. Parents and 
carers play a vital role too, and we strongly encourage you to read this booklet together and 
discuss the information openly and thoughtfully. 

This booklet should be used alongside the information shared at the Parent/Carer Information 
Evening, data reports, and conversations with subject teachers. If you have questions at any 
stage, please do not hesitate to get in touch — we are here to help guide and support you 
through every step. 

We look forward to working closely with you over the coming weeks and supporting students to 
make confident, informed choices as they move into the next phase of their education. 

 
 

Kind regards, 
 
Miss Anyon 
Deputy Head Teacher  
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OVERVIEW  
 
Core Curriculum 
All students at Netherthorpe School will study a core curriculum of: 

▪ GCSE English Literature 
▪ GCSE English Language 
▪ GCSE Maths 
▪ GCSE Combined Science (equivalent of 2 GCSEs) 
▪ GCSE History or Geography (opportunity to study both through option choices) 

 
In addition to the above subjects, students will continue to study non-examined core PSHE and 
RS (including RSE) and Core PE. 
 
Options Subjects 
In addition to the core curriculum, all students will have a choice of further subjects to study. 
These subjects are delivered through Vocational and GCSE courses. 
 
GCSE Courses- a subject is taught over the period of two years and culminates in a final set of 
exams at the end of year 2 which determines the student’s grade.  
 
Vocational Courses- a subject is taught in chunks with continual assessments throughout the two-
year period. Vocational courses test a larger number of skills often including practical alongside 
written assessment.  
 
GCSE and Vocational courses are equivalent courses that assess in different ways. The grading 
comparison of both types of courses is explained in the below table. 
 

GCSE Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Vocational Grades P1 M1 D1 P2 M2 D2 *2 

 
All students will get 3 option choices: 
 

• Option 1- Students choose between History, Geography and Spanish 

• Option 2- Free choice from the list of options subjects 

• Option 3- Free choice from the list of options subjects.  

In addition to the above choices, all students need to choose a first reserve and a second 
reserve. These subjects must be different to the above choices. Please ensure you think 
very carefully about the reserve choices. We will do our best to ensure students can choose the 
subjects they want to, however there is a possibility we will need to allocate a reserve choice.  
 
The option subjects available to study at Netherthorpe School are: 
 

• GCSE Triple Science  
• GCSE Spanish 
• GCSE Religious Studies 
• GCSE Art 
• Engineering (Vocational) 
• GCSE DT: Product Design  
• GCSE Hospitality and Catering 
• GCSE History (choose Geography in 
Option 1 if you would like to study both) 

• Health and Social Care (Vocational) 
• Child Development (Vocational) 
• Computing (Vocational) 
• GCSE Music  
• GCSE Drama  
• Sport and PE (Vocational and GCSE) 
• GCSE Media Studies
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Making Thoughtful Choices 

 

When selecting subjects, students are encouraged to think carefully about: 

• their strengths and interests 

• subjects they enjoy and are motivated by 

• how their choices keep future pathways open 

Students will be supported throughout the process through assemblies, discussions with staff, 
and guidance activities. Parents and carers are encouraged to talk through the choices at home 
and use this booklet to support those conversations. 

 

Attendance Matters 

 

Regular attendance is essential for success at Key Stage 4. GCSE and Vocational courses are 
demanding, fast-paced and build cumulatively over time; missing lessons can quickly lead to 
gaps in knowledge that are difficult to close and/or missed deadlines for coursework. Strong 
attendance supports progress, confidence and wellbeing, and enables students to fully benefit 
from teaching, practical work and assessment preparation. Missed coursework deadlines in 
vocational courses now means that some students may no longer be able to obtain a grade 
from that subject, placing even more importance on attendance, time management and 
organisation; all skills that lead to success in the working world. Please support your child to 
attend school by not booking holidays during term time and encouraging resilience and 
motivation to achieve excellent attendance throughout their KS4 curriculum. 

 
Key Dates in the Options Process 
 
 

Week Commencing 19th January   Y9 Data Report 1 to go home to Parent/Carers  

Wednesday 21st January - 5pm  Y9 Options Parent/ Carer Information Evening  

Thursday 5th February   Y9 Parents Evening  

Wednesday 11th February 12pm Deadline for Y9 Option Forms to be completed online  

 
The Options Form 
 
The options form will be sent out electronically to parent/ carers after the Parents Evening on 
5th February. Please complete the form with your child as instructed and submit by the 
deadline at 12pm on Wednesday 11th February. 
 
 

The following pages provide detailed information about the core curriculum subjects 
and the option choice subjects available. 
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English Language GCSE (Core) 
 

Exam Board: Eduqas 

 
All pupils study GCSE English Language, which is a linear course assessed entirely through 

final examinations at the end of Year 11. There are no coursework components. Pupils are 

entered for a single tier, with grades available from 9 to 1. 

The course builds on reading, writing, and communication skills developed throughout Key 

Stage 3 (up to Year 9). Pupils study a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts, 

including 19th-, 20th- and 21st-century writing. They learn to analyse how writers use language 

and structure to shape meaning and influence readers. 

Across the course, pupils develop skills in: 

• Reading comprehension and analysis 

• Evaluating writers’ ideas and perspectives 

• Creative writing (descriptive and narrative) 

• Transactional writing (such as articles, speeches, and letters) 

• Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

Strong reading habits and regular writing practice are essential for success in English Language. 
Pupils are expected to engage actively in lessons, complete extended written responses, and 
read widely to develop vocabulary, confidence, and control over their writing. 
 
Why do I study this subject? 
GCSE English Language helps you become a confident communicator in both speech and 
writing. You will learn how to understand, analyse and respond to a wide range of texts, 
including fiction and non-fiction, and how to write clearly, creatively, accurately and persuasively 
for different purposes and audiences. 
 
The skills developed in English Language are essential for success across all subjects and are 
highly valued by employers, colleges and universities. Studying this course will help you: 
 

• Express ideas confidently and clearly 
• Read and understand complex texts 
• Write accurately and effectively for real-life situations 
• Develop critical thinking and communication skills 

 
English Language is a core subject and a key qualification for future education and 
employment. 
 
How will I be assessed in this subject? 
Component 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing 
 Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
40% of qualification 
  
Section A (20%) – Reading 
Understanding of one prose extract (about 60-100 lines) of literature from the 20th century 
assessed through a range of structured questions. 
  
Section B (20%) – Prose Writing 
One creative writing task selected from a choice of four titles. 
  
Component 2: 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction and Transactional/Persuasive 
Writing 
Written examination: 2 hours 
60% of qualification 
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Section A (30%) – Reading 
Understanding of two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) of high-quality non-fiction 
writing, one from the 19th century, the other from the 21st century, assessed through a range of 
structured questions. 
  
Section B (30%) – Writing 
Two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks. 
  
Component 3: Spoken Language Endorsement 
Students prepare a presentation on a topic of their choosing to deliver to an audience. This 
component does not contribute to the GCSE grade, and is graded as Pass, Merit, or Distinction 
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English Literature GCSE (Core) 
 

Exam Board: Eduqas 

Course information: 
All pupils study GCSE English Literature, which is a linear course assessed entirely through 
final examinations at the end of Year 11. There are no coursework components. Pupils are 
entered for a single tier, with grades available from 9 to 1. 
  
The course builds on pupils’ reading skills developed throughout Key Stage 3 (up to Year 
9) and focuses on the study of a range of literary texts. Pupils explore how writers use 
language, structure and form to present ideas, characters and themes, while also 
developing their ability to write clearly and analytically about literature. 
  
Across the course, pupils study: 

• A 19th-century novel 
• A modern drama text 
• A Shakespeare play 
• A poetry anthology, including both named poems and unseen poetry 

  
Pupils learn to: 

• Analyse writers’ methods and intentions 
• Explore key themes, ideas and characters 
• Compare texts and poems 
• Support ideas with well-chosen quotations 
• Write developed, structured responses under exam conditions 

 

Why do I study this subject? 
GCSE English Literature helps you develop a deeper understanding of stories, characters 
and ideas that have shaped society and continue to influence the world today. You will 
study a range of plays, novels and poems, learning how writers use language to explore 
themes such as power, identity, conflict, responsibility and morality. 
  
The skills developed in English Literature support success across many subjects and are 
highly valued by employers, colleges and universities. Studying this course will help you: 
• Think critically and form well-supported arguments 
 • Understand different viewpoints and cultures 
 • Analyse language and ideas in depth 
 • Develop empathy, interpretation and evaluative skills 
  
English Literature encourages careful thinking, confident expression and a lifelong 
appreciation of reading, all of which support future study and a wide range of careers. 
 
How will I be assessed in this subject? 
  
Component 1: Shakespeare and Poetry 
Written examination: 2 hours 
40% of qualification 
  
Section A (20%) Shakespeare 
One extract question and one essay question based on the reading of ‘Macbeth’. 
  
Students are not permitted to take copies of the set text into the examination. 
  
Section B (20%) Poetry from 1789 to the present day 
Two questions based on poems from the WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology, one of which 
involves comparison. 
  
Students are not permitted to take a copy of the anthology into the examination. 
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Component 2: Post-1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry 
Written examination: 2 hours and 30 minutes 
60% of qualification 
  
Section A (20%) Post-1914 Prose/Drama 
One source-based question on ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B. Priestley 
  
Students are not permitted to take copies of the set text into the examination 
  
Section B (20%) 19th Century Prose 
One source-based question on ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens. 
  
Students are not permitted to take copies of the set text into the examination. 
  
Section C (20%) Unseen Poetry from the 20th/21st Century 
Two questions on unseen poems, one of which involves comparison. 
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Maths GCSE (Core) 
 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Course information: 
 
There are two tiers of entry for Maths: Foundation and Higher. Pupils entered for the 
Foundation tier can achieve a maximum grade of 5. If entered for the Higher tier, the 
available grades range from 4 to 9.  
 
Pupils studying GCSE Mathematics build on their previous learning from Key Stage 3 (up 
to Year 9). The syllabus covers Number, Algebra, Ratio and Proportion, Geometry and 
Measures, Probability, and Statistics. In the examinations, you can expect approximately 
15–30% of the content to focus on Algebra, 15–25% on Number, 20–25% on Ratio, 15–
20% on Geometry, and 10–15% on Probability and Statistics combined, depending on the 
tier of entry.  
 
In the Higher tier examinations, Algebra increases in importance, while Number and Ratio 
tend to decrease. Many examination questions also contain overlapping content, with 
topics often blended to test multiple areas of understanding at once.  
 
Calculators are used throughout the course. It is therefore vital that all pupils have their 
own calculator and bring it to every maths lesson in order to develop effective calculator 
use. Calculators and other mathematical equipment can be purchased through the Maths 
department. 

Why do I study this subject? 
 
Achieving a grade 4 in GCSE Mathematics is important for a pupil’s future. A grade 4 in 
maths is usually required to apply to sixth form, even if you do not intend to study A-level 
Mathematics. Colleges, training providers, and apprenticeship programmes also typically 
require a grade 4 in maths. 
 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) careers are high-growth 
professions focused on innovation, research, and problem-solving. These fields are 
increasingly in demand due to a persistent skills gap in the UK, and they often offer 
higher job security and competitive salaries compared to non-STEM roles. A strong 
mathematical understanding is crucial for success in these areas of work. 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
 
The GCSE is assessed through three 90-minute examinations, taken in May and June of 
Year 11. Each exam is worth one third of the final mark. The second and third 
examinations require the use of a scientific calculator. 
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Combined Science GCSE x2 (Core) 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

This course is run through a ‘tiered entry’ system of Foundation and Higher tiers. Students 
in both tiers will study and be assessed across all the three disciplines of Science (Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics). 
The course has both theoretical and practical elements and each student is expected to 
know and learn the ‘required practical’ aspects of the course. This element of the course 
unlocks numerous skills in science, including investigative work, practical work, 
understanding hypotheses, calculations, conclusions and evaluating results.  
For each of the subjects, each student will be expected to take their assessments in two 
papers (paper 1 and paper 2). Students will be awarded a grade based on an 
accumulative score across all 6 papers (combined) and will come away with a double 
grade. 
Foundation students can achieve grades from a 1-1 to a 5-5 with intermediate grades in 
between of 2-1, 2-2, 3-2 etc. 
Higher tier students can achieve grades ranging from 4-3 to 9-9 and it is, therefore, this 
tier that students can access the entry requirements for post-16 pathways into the 
individual sciences of A-Level Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  
 

Combined Science, for all students, is a compulsory subject but it is taught as part of the 
National Curriculum as students should be aware of how the world around them works 
and how the technologies they rely on most help us in our day-to-day lives. This subject is 
the key to unlock those questions all children have.  
The course is designed to access all areas of science and gives a highly eclectic mixture of 
all areas of the subject. Each topic you are taught is designed around the 12 ‘Big Ideas’. 
These run as a thread throughout the course you learn.   
 

How will I be assessed in this subject? 
 
Interim assessments run throughout the course and are based on the most recent topic 
areas students have been taught. 
The final GCSE assessments span across 6 exam papers, 2 papers per subject. Each paper 
is 75 minutes long and is out of 70 marks. 
The total combined grade is out of 420 and your final grade is the combined score each of 
your 6 papers total. 
Each paper is a mixture of the recall of the basic knowledge, application style questions, 
longer-written answers (up to 6 marks each) and mathematical demand questions.  
 
Scientific calculators are a necessity in each of your science exams. 
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Triple Science GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

 
In addition to Combined Science you can choose Triple Science which will mean your gain a 
GCSE in each of the disciplines: Chemistry, Biology and Physics (3 GCSEs in total). 
 
This course is designed for those who are looking to take science further into A-Level and 
beyond. As part of the course, you will study all that the Combined Students learn but with 
additional materials closer to the demand at A-level.  
 
Examinations are also different in Separate Science compared to Combined Science. At the end 
of the course, you will again sit 6 papers (2 papers for each of the science topics) but each 
subject has its own ‘separate’ grade.  
Papers are out of a total of 100 marks, and each paper will last 1 hour, 45 minutes. 
Foundation tier students can look to achieve grades of 1-5 in each of the subjects whilst Higher 
Tier students can achieve between grades 3 – 9. 
 

This course is aimed at those students who want to take science further. Students should aspire 
to go on to A-level sciences and possibly beyond at university.  
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History GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: Edexcel  

 
Studying history gives you the highly valued skills set which allow you to use evidence critically, 
weigh up conflicting factors and come to reasoned conclusions. Employers want independent 
thinkers. History encourages you to debate and express your opinions in a well-structured way, 
analysing a range of evidence to reach informed decisions and conclusions. This is an invaluable 
skill both for work and for study at university. In an age where ‘fake news’ and AI is becoming 
the norm – it is vital you can differentiate between false narratives and fact. Historians can 
critically evaluate the world we live in. History also helps you understand the modern world 
around you including politics, culture, citizenship and international conflicts.  
 
There are a wide variety of career paths you can follow with a GCSE in History some of which 
include: National and local government careers; all public sector including police, armed services 
and health care; journalism; teaching, legal and law practice; banking and insurance; human 
resource management, medicine … and many more! Russell group universities value students 
with History qualifications as they develop the skills and academic rigour required for higher 
education. 
 
What will I study in GCSE History? 
 
Paper 1:  Medicine in Britain 1250-present   
This topic covers ideas about the cause of disease and illness and approaches to prevention and 
treatment from 1250-1500. You will complete a number of case studies which include: Dealing 
with the Black Death, 1348-49; William Harvey and the discovery of the circulation of the blood; 
dealing with the Great Plague in London, 1665; Jenner and the development of vaccination; 
fighting Cholera in London and the development of the ‘wonder drug’ Penicillin.  
 
The British sector on the Western Front, 1914-1918: injuries, treatment and the 
trenches. 
The source paper covers life in the trenches on the Western Front with a specific focus on 
individuals’ roles in the front lines as well as the impact war injuries had on the development of 
surgery and medicine. The test will be on primary sources from the period of study. 
 
Paper 2:  
 Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, 1060-88 
This unit allows you to study Anglo-Saxon England on the eve of the Norman Conquest leading 
to the famous Battle of Hastings. You will investigate the last years of Edward Confessors’ reign 
and the succession crisis it triggered. We look at the three main claimants to the throne as well 
as reasons for William the Conqueror’s victory in 1066. We then analyse how William established 
his power and secured the Kingdom in the face of many rebellions, such as the revolts of Earls 
Edwin and Morcar and the Harrying of the North. We assess the significance of castles, 
cathedrals, the feudal system, Norman government and Norman aristocracy in establishing and 
maintaining William I rule. 
  
Spain and the New World 1490-1555 
This unit explores the beginnings of imperialism and charts Christopher Columbus’s discovery of 
the ‘New World’; the relationship between indigenous peoples and their contact with western 
cultures and the impact Spanish Imperialism had on the Aztecs in particular. This unit gives a 
global perspective on what students have learnt at KS3 and links with the KS5 depth study of 
Tudor England. Pupils will learn causes, events and consequences of the conquest of the ‘New 
World’ and understand why it was a significant turning point in global history. 
 
Paper 3:  
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 
This unit allows students to explore the effects of WWI on Germany and the subsequent 
creation of the Weimar Republic. We look at successes and failures of the Republic and the 
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challenges facing it from both the left and the right of the political spectrum. We focus on the 
rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party from 1920 until Hitler's Chancellorship in 1933. We look at the 
politics of creating a dictatorship focusing on the Night of the Long Knives, the establishment of 
the Gestapo and propaganda. The final section focuses on Nazi policy towards women, children 
and minorities as well as looking at the opposition to Hitler's dictatorship. 
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Geography GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: EDUQAS 

Geography is an ideal subject for all students with an interest in how the world is changing and in 
environmental issues.  Jobs related to managing the environment are on the increase as we become more 
aware of the need to develop our planet in a sustainable way.  Other careers resulting directly from 
geography include town and country planning, work on development projects, river or coastal engineers 
and flood management or recreational style work such as park rangers.  Geography teaching is also a 
possibility! 
  
At A Level (studied in Sixth Form) Geography is an academic subject for access to all universities due to 
the nature of the subject providing a secure foundation of skills and knowledge for any future course.  
There are many careers such as accountancy, medicine, law, architecture that think highly of the level of 
challenge and the skills geography provides because we pull other subjects together in our thinking 
particularly maths, English and science. Skills gained such as map reading, analysis, prioritising and 
management can be used later in life as well as in careers such as the armed forces, business management, 
medicine, emergency response. The list of possibilities is endless due to the wide-ranging nature of the 
subject; our world. 
 
What would I study if I chose this subject? 
 
Component 1: Investigating Geographical Issues 
This is the main knowledge paper you will study. 
You will study three themes: 
  
Theme 1: Changing Places - Changing Economies  
Theme 2: Changing Environments  
Theme 3: Environmental Challenges  
 
Assessment: 1 hour 45 minutes, 40% of qualification. Questions will range from 1 – 8 marks and will 
include multiple choice, data response, mathematical calculations, short response (1-4marks) with 1 x 8 
mark extended response per theme. 
  
Component 2: Problem Solving Geography 
This component is based on an issue from the topics in component 1 meaning there is no new content to 
learn.  It is a skills paper and will require students to make a decision about the best management strategy 
based on a scenario. 
  
Assessment: 1 hour 30 minutes 30% of qualification.  Questions will range from 1 – 12 marks and will 
include multiple choice, data response, mathematical calculations, short response (1-4marks) with 1 x 12 
mark extended response in part C. 
  
Component 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry 
Students will complete 2 days of fieldwork based on a concept and methodology provided by the exam 
board.   The skills developed from this experience will be assessed in part A and B whilst part C will relate 
to a UK scenario (e.g. expansion of Heathrow airport, major events like the Tour de Yorkshire) and like 
paper 2, you will be expected to make a decision and justify your choice. 
 
Assessment: 1 hour 30 minutes 30% of qualification.  Questions will range from 1 – 12 marks. Questions 
will range from 1 – 12 marks and will include multiple choice, data response, mathematical calculations, 
short response (1-4marks) with 1 x 12 mark extended response in part C. 
 

Out of class opportunities available if I take this subject. 
Two days of fieldwork, these are flexible depending on the focus set by the exam board but must be off 
the school site and during school time in contrasting locations. Previous locations have been Bakewell, 
Ashbourne, Curbar/Frogatt Edge, Carsington Reservoir. 
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Spanish GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
 
You will learn how to communicate confidently in Spanish as well as understand different cultures around 
the Spanish-speaking world.  
 
You will study topics that are relevant to your life, such as: 

• Talking about yourself – family, friends, hobbies and free time 
• School and future plans – subjects, careers and ambitions 
• Daily life – food, shopping, technology and social media 
• Holidays and travel – countries, cities, directions and hotels 
• Culture – traditions, festivals, music and life in Spanish-speaking countries 

 
You will develop skills in: 

• Speaking – taking part in conversations and role-plays 
• Listening – understanding spoken Spanish 
• Reading – texts such as emails, messages and articles 
• Writing – sentences, paragraphs and longer pieces 

 
You will learn how the Spanish language works, including grammar and vocabulary, helping you become 
a more confident and independent learner. 

 
Spanish is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world, with over 20 countries using it as their 
main language. Studying Spanish can open doors to exciting opportunities both in the UK and 
internationally.  
 
Spanish can help you: 

• Stand out to employers as language skills are highly valued 
• Travel with confidence and communicate with people around the world 
• Access careers such as business, tourism, law, medicine, journalism, translation, marketing and 

international relations amongst others 
• Develop skills like communication, problem-solving and cultural awareness, which are useful in 

any career 
 

Spanish is a valuable life skill that shows employers you are adaptable, confident and willing to challenge 
yourself. Choosing Spanish can lead to new experiences, new cultures and new opportunities and give 
you a skill that will benefit you for life. 
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Religious Studies GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
In GCSE Religious Studies, you will explore big questions about life, beliefs, and society. You will study two 
world religions in depth (Christianity and Islam) and learn how religious beliefs influence people’s lives 
today.  

You will also study philosophical and ethical themes, such as: 

• Good and evil 
• Religion, peace and conflict 
• Crime and punishment 

• Human rights and social justice 
• Life after death 
• Relationships and family life 

You do not have to be religious to take RS — the course is about understanding beliefs, not promoting 
them. 

Where can studying this subject take me? 

Religious Studies helps you develop strong thinking and communication skills that are valued in many 
careers. It supports future study in: 

• Philosophy 
• Law 
• Sociology 
• Politics 

• History 
• Psychology 

Careers linked to RS include: 

• Law and criminology 
• Teaching and education 

• Journalism and media 
• Politics and public service 
• Social work and charity work 
• Medicine, nursing, and healthcare 
• Business and management 

RS is highly respected by colleges and employers because it shows you can: 

• Think critically 
• Understand different cultures and beliefs 
• Communicate clearly 
• Make reasoned arguments 
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Art GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

What would I study if I chose this subject?  
Art and Design is a popular option at GCSE level and offers a varied and interesting course to students of 
all levels of ability.  Students will be expected to work with enthusiasm and imagination.  They need to 
be committed to hard work to meet the demands of coursework and to reach their highest possible 
standard.  
 
Content: 
Drawing and painting. 
Printmaking, creative textiles. 
3D studies (ceramics, sculpture, paper maché, junk sculpture). 
Mixed Media work  
 
To achieve a GCSE in Art and Design, you will need to complete sufficient work of quality in a variety of 
areas over the two years of the course.  You will be assessed in two ways: 
  
Coursework: 60% You will complete coursework throughout the duration of the course. 
At the end of the course you will exhibit your best units of work. 
  
Exam: 40%   You must produce work responding to one chosen starting point set by the exam board 
using your own lines of enquiry. There is an eight-week assessed preparatory period and a ten-hour 
controlled exam. All the work you produce both during the preparatory period and during the ten-hour 
exam is assessed. 
 

Where can studying this subject take me?  
A GCSE in Art and Design is widely accepted by employers and colleges as part of a balanced range of 
subjects that develops student’s ability to think creatively.   It is essential for those wishing to take Art A-
level or other level three qualification.  It is also important for those who are considering a career in any 
of these areas: architecture, interior design, animation, fashion design, furniture, photography, painting, 
sculpture, graphic design, media, jewellery design, millinery, set and prop design, film, ceramics, and 
illustration.  An Art GCSE will also be useful for those considering a career in Pre-school, Infant or Junior 
teaching and occupational therapy. 
 
 
 

Out of class opportunities available if I take this subject. 
 
‘Arts Plus’ sessions run twice a week after school so that you can seek further help and support, extend 
and develop your skills, complete coursework and prepare for exams using the space, equipment and 
resources in the department. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English Language GCSE                                                                                         CORE 
E 
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Child Development- Vocational (Option)  
  

Exam Board:  OCR Cambridge  

What would I study if I chose this subject? 

Our Cambridge National in Child Development will encourage students to: understand and apply the 
fundamental principles and concepts of Child Development to include health and well-being, creating a 
safe environment, the nutritional needs of children from birth to five years, and the development of 
children from one to five years. It will develop learning and practical skills that can be applied to real-life 
contexts and work situations. Encourage students to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically 
and critically develop independence and confidence in using   skills that would be relevant to the childcare 
sector and more widely. 

This course has 1 exam, which carries 40% of the final grade and 60% coursework. 

 

There are 3 mandatory units: 
 

R057: Health and well-being for child development . 1hr 15 min exam 

This is assessed by an exam. 

In this unit you will learn about the importance of pre-conception health and reproduction, antenatal 
care and preparation for birth. You’ll also learn about postnatal care and the conditions in which a 
child can thrive. Topics include: 

 
• Pre-conception health and reproduction 

• Antenatal care and preparation for birth 

• Postnatal checks, postnatal care and the conditions for development 

• Childhood illnesses and a child safe environment. 

R058:Create a safe environment and understand the nutritional needs of children from birth 
to five years Coursework 

This is assessed by a set assignment. 

In this unit you will learn how to create a safe environment for children from birth to five years in 
childcare settings. You’ll research and choose equipment that is suitable and safe for use and will 
learn about children’s nutrition and dietary needs. 

Topics include: 

• Creating a safe environment in a childcare setting 

• Choosing suitable equipment for a childcare setting 

• Nutritional needs of children from birth to five years. 

 

R059: Understand the development of a child from one to five years coursework 

This is assessed by a set assignment. 

In this unit you will learn the physical, intellectual and social developmental norms for children from 
one to five years. You’ll understand the importance of creating plans and providing different play 
activities to support children in their development. Topics include: 

• Physical, intellectual and social developmental norms from one to five years 

• Stages and types of play and how play benefits development 

• Observe the development of a child aged one to five years 

• Plan and evaluate play activities for a child aged one to five years for a chosen area of 

development. 
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Where can studying this subject take me? 

The knowledge and skills you develop will help you to progress onto further study in the care sector. 
This may be other vocational qualifications, such as the Level 3 OCR Cambridge AAQs in Health and 
Social Care; the T Level Technical Qualification in Education and Childcare or the Early Years Educator 
Apprenticeship. The qualification also helps to develop other transferable skills, such as research and 
communication skills that will be valuable in other life and work situations. 
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Computing and IT GCSE/ Vocational (Option) 
 

Exam Board: OCR  

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
 
If you choose Computing and IT as an option, you will be allocated one of the 
courses below to best suit your skills. The specific course your child is allocated will be 
determined by the school. 
 
OCR Computer Science GCSE: 
This course is assessed through two written exam papers, each worth 50% of your GCSE and 80 marks 
each: 
 
J277/01: Computer systems – 1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks (50% of the GCSE). You’ll study how 
computers work, including systems architecture, memory and storage, networks and protocols, network 
security, systems software, and ethical, legal, cultural and environmental impacts of digital technology. 
 
J277/02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming – 1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks 
(50% of the GCSE). This paper covers algorithms, programming fundamentals, producing robust 
programs, Boolean logic and programming languages/IDEs. 

 
OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National in Creative iMedia: 
You’ll complete a mix of exam and practical coursework units that develop your digital media design and 
creation skills. 
 
Unit R094: Visual identity and digital graphics (Year 10) - a centre-assessed practical project 
where you learn to develop brands and digital graphics for real-world briefs. 
 
Unit R093: Creative iMedia in the media industry (Year 11) - a 1 hour 30-minute written exam 
(OCR-set and marked) covering the media sector, how digital media products are planned, and how 
media codes convey meaning. It’s worth 70 marks. 
 
Unit R097: Interactive digital media (Year 11) - an OCR-set practical assignment where you plan, 
create and review an interactive media product (like a website, app prototype or kiosk interface) 
 

Where can studying this subject take me? 
OCR Computer Science GCSE builds strong problem-solving, logical thinking and programming skills 
that are highly valued by colleges, employers and universities. It provides a solid foundation for A-Level 
Computer Science and other STEM subjects, and supports future careers in areas such as software 
development, cybersecurity, game design and many roles requiring digital and analytical skills. 
 
OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National in Creative iMedia develops practical digital creativity and 
media skills, including design, visual communication and project management. It provides a strong 
foundation for further study in creative media, IT and design, and supports future careers in areas such 
as digital design, media production, marketing, content creation and other creative or technology-based 
roles. 
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Drama GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: Eduqas 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
GCSE Drama gives you a broad and balanced experience of the world of theatre. You will be given the 
opportunity to develop not only your performance skills but also your design skills in areas such as: 
Lighting design, Sound design, Set design, Costume, Hair and Make-Up Design 
 
The GCSE specification has three components: Devising Theatre, Performing from a Text, and 
Interpreting Theatre. 
 
Component 1 Devising Theatre –worth 40% of the final grade 
You participate in creating a new piece of theatre as either an actor or designer.   
 
You will produce either: 
A portfolio of evidence of your designs or a performance lasting between 5 and 10 minutes  
  
Everyone will produce an evaluation of the process.   
There is no exam for this section of the course, it is internally assessed by the teacher. 
 
Component 2 Performing from a Text – worth 20% of the final grade 
 
You will study and perform two extracts as either an actor or designer. 
 
You will produce: 
A performance lasting between 5-10 minutes This is externally assessed by a visiting examiner 
 
Component 3 Interpreting Theatre – worth 40% of the final grade 
 
This is a written examination lasting 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
You will answer questions on: 
A set text you have studied and a piece of theatre you have seen. 
 
Where can studying this subject take me? 
Drama will enable you to demonstrate many skills which employers, colleges and universities will be 
looking for. It can also give you opportunities to travel, meet people and get the most out of life. 
Many students who take drama have successful careers as Actors, Directors and Designers but there are 
many other career paths within the industry including Press, PR Managers and Producers (you just need 
to look at the credits in a film to realise how many jobs there are!).   
Your Drama GCSE could also take you into jobs such as law, publishing, politics, business, teaching, 
occupational therapy and journalism. 
 

Out of class opportunities available if I take this subject. 
If you study GCSE Drama there are many opportunities to attend the theatre to watch performances, 
plays and musicals - these could include Six, Horrible Histories, Waitress and A Christmas Carol. You will 
also go backstage at theatres to see how they work.  You’ll participate in workshops with professional 
performers and technicians, learning from industry specialists at the top of their game. 
 
You could also participate in the school production as an actor or designer. Drama participation is good 
for wellbeing and self-confidence; you will be a valued member of our Drama ensemble. 



 

22 

 

Engineering- Vocational (Option) 
 

Exam Board: OCR 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
 
The Cambridge National in Engineering Design will inspire and equip you with the confidence to use skills 
that are relevant to the Engineering sector and to wider industry.  It’s a vocational qualification, 
equivalent in value to a GCSE and contains 2 coursework elements as well as theoretical content, with an 
exam at the end of the course. 
 
As part of the Cambridge National, you will complete coursework in both Year 10 and Year 11.  Much of 
this coursework is computer based and will cover 60% of the course.   
 
This will include: 

• how designs are developed– including what information is needed and how manufacturing 

influences design 

• communicating designs using hand sketches and drawings before producing accurate and detailed 

CAD drawings. 

• how designers create and test models to make a working prototype. 

• you will make your own high-quality model through one practical piece of coursework in Year 11.  

This is the only practical element to the course. 

• You’ll develop a range of skills to help you succeed not only in the workplace but in other subjects 

too. These skills include:  

• creative thinking 

• analytical skills 

• problem solving, research and planning. 

 

Where can studying this subject take me? 
Students can go onto study A Level DT, either studying Product Design or Engineering.  
The department has strong links with local business that offer apprenticeships and past students have 
been successful here. Either studying a degree apprenticeship or a foundation or intermediate 
apprenticeship. 
 
Universities offer a range of opportunities, whether it’s Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, 
Aerospace Engineering, there are many other routes you can study.  
 
Potential Careers within the Design filed are vast. These include Mechanical Engineer, Electrical Engineer, 
Aerospace Engineer. There are so many different pathways you can take, the sky’s the limit with 
Engineering Design! 
 

Out of class opportunities available if I take this subject. 
We run a lunchtime and an after-school session each week to help students to stay on track or complete 
extension tasks. 
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Health and Social Care- Vocational (Option) 
 

Exam Board: OCR Cambridge  

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
 
This qualification will assess the applications of Health and Social Care through their practical use. It will 
provide learners with essential knowledge, transferable skills and tools to improve their learning in other 
subjects with the aim of enhancing employability when students leave education, contributing to both their 
personal development and future economic well-being. The qualification will also challenge all learners, 
including high attaining learners, by introducing them to demanding material and skills; encouraging 
independence and creativity; providing tasks that engage with the most taxing aspects of the National 
Curriculum. 
 
This course has 1 exam, which carries 40% of the final and 60% coursework. There are 2 mandatory units  
  
R032: Principles of care in health and social care- 1hr 15 min exam  

In this unit, students will learn about the importance of the rights of service users, person-centred values 
and how to apply them. Students will also learn about the importance of effective communication skills 
when providing care and support for individuals using care settings and the procedures and measures used 
to protect service users and service providers such as safeguarding, hygiene and security. 

R033: Supporting individuals through life events- Coursework  

In this unit, students will learn about life stages and the factors that affect them. They will understand 
expected and unexpected life events and the impact they will have on physical, social/emotional and socio-
economic aspects in an individual’s life. Students will research the service providers and practitioners that 
can support individuals, recommend support and justify how this will meet the needs of a specific individual. 

R035: Health promotion campaigns 

In this unit, students will have the opportunity to explore the various public health challenges the country 
faces, the approaches used to encourage health and wellbeing and the importance of this to society. They 
will understand the factors affecting a healthy lifestyle so that campaigns can be designed to target different 
groups of people. Students will also learn how to plan and deliver their own small-scale health promotion 
campaign and how to evaluate their planning and delivery. 

 

Where can studying this subject take me? 
This course is ideal preparation for progression into more detailed study of Health & Social Care; this could 
be OCR AAQ at level 3. Some students complete the course and find employment or training/ 
apprenticeships within the field of Health & Social care.  
 
Study of this course can lead to a wide variety of employment opportunities such as: 
Nursing,  
Midwifery,  
Nursery nursing,  
Teaching,  
Early years’ education,  
Social work,  
Police and emergency services,  
Criminal justice 
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Hospitality and Catering GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: Eduqas 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
Hospitality and Catering is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills to 
ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food safety and the hospitality and 
catering industry. 
 
Year 10: 
Students' cookery skills will be nurtured with an emphasis on developing high level practical skills shown 
through a range of dishes. They will explore nutrition through theory related to practical lessons and 
undertake a range of practical lessons utilising a range of equipment and processes. They will develop a 
strong understanding of nutrition and food choice alongside food safety. Practice assessments will ensure 
students are prepared for Year 11. 
 
Year 11: 
Students will work through the non-examined assessment tasks and preparation for the written exam. 
There will be some opportunity for further development of high-level practical skills. 
 
How will it be assessed? 
Written Exam (1 hour 20 minutes) 80 marks - 40% of qualification 
The Hospitality and Catering Industry 
Unit 1 enables learners to gain and develop comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the 
hospitality and catering industry including provision, health and safety, and food safety 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) Controlled assessment (approximately 12 hours) 120 marks - 60% of 
qualification 
Hospitality and Catering in Action 
Unit 2 enables learners to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the importance of nutrition 
and how to plan nutritious menus. They will learn the skills needed to prepare, cook and present dishes. 
They will also learn how to review their work effectively. An assignment brief will be provided by WJEC 
which will include a scenario and several tasks available which will be shared by the teacher once the 
assessment starts. 
 
Key Skills 
Learners will develop knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of 
practical food preparation, cooking and presentation, nutrition and healthy eating. Much of the learning 
will be delivered through preparation and making activities. Students must be able to make the 
connections between theory and practice to apply their understanding of food and nutrition to practical 
preparation. 
 

Where can studying this subject take me? 
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study at A-level and 
university beyond, or embark on an apprenticeship in the catering or food industries. Careers that 
students may wish to consider beyond being a chef are: Food Nutritionist, Nutritional Therapist, Food 
Technologist or Environmental Health Officer, for example. 

Out of class opportunities available if I take this subject. 
Lunchtime and after-school intervention sessions to support learning and prepare for exams. 
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Media Studies GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: Eduqas 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 

In GCSE Media Studies, you will explore how media products are created, represented and understood. 
You will study media using a clear framework that looks at: 

• Media language (how media products are constructed) 

• Representation (how people, groups and ideas are shown) 

• Media industries (who produces media and why) 

• Audiences (who media is for and how it is consumed) 

You will study a wide range of media forms, including: 

• Newspapers 

• Television 

• Music videos 

• Online, social and participatory media 

• Advertising and marketing 

• Film 

• Video games 

• Radio 

• Magazines 

You will also complete a practical coursework project, where you create your own media product for a 
specific audience. This allows you to apply what you have learned about media language and 
representation in a creative and practical way. 

Where can studying this subject take me? 

GCSE Media Studies develops skills that are valued across a wide range of subjects and careers. By 
studying Media Studies, you will learn how to analyse information critically, understand how messages 
are shaped, and communicate ideas clearly and creatively. 

This subject provides a strong foundation for further study at A Level, college and university, particularly 

in subjects such as: 

• Media Studies 

• English 

• Film Studies 

• Journalism 

• Sociology 

• Marketing and Communications 

Media Studies can also lead towards careers in: 

Journalism and broadcasting 
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• Film, television and music industries 

• Advertising, marketing and public relations 

• Social media and digital content creation 

• Graphic design and media production 

Even if you do not pursue a media-related career, the skills developed in Media Studies — such as critical 
thinking, creativity, teamwork and understanding digital media — are useful in almost every profession 
and help you become a more informed and confident media user. 
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DT: Product Design GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: OCR 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
 
The course is split into two components – Component 1- 50% Exam (2 hours) and Component 2/3 - 
50% NEA (coursework)  
Throughout the GCSE you will study the following topics: 

 

• Identifying requirements 

• Learning from existing products and practice 
• Implications of wider issues 
• Design thinking and communication 
• Material considerations 
• Technical understanding 
• Manufacturing processes and techniques 
• Viability of design solutions 

 
Component 01: Principles of design and technology 

This includes both the ‘core’ principles that all students must know, and ‘in-depth’ principles that are 
more specific to the materials or systems they have deeper practical and design experience of. 

• Analyse existing products 
• Demonstrate applied mathematical skills 
• Demonstrate their ‘core’ design and technical knowledge and understanding 
• Demonstrate and apply their in-depth technical knowledge of working with materials, ensuring 

functionality of products or systems and manufacturing processes and techniques 
 

For a number of these principles, mathematical and/or scientific knowledge is also required; this is 
indicated in the specifications. 

Component 02/03: Iterative design challenge - NEA 

Central to this non-examined assessment is the requirement for learners to understand and apply 
processes of iterative designing in their design and technology practice: exploring needs, creating 
solutions and evaluating how well the needs have been met. This component does not limit the range 
of materials or processes a learner uses when developing their design solutions. 

Students produce a chronological portfolio and final prototype(s). This demonstrates their 
understanding and independent management of and skills in iterative designing, in particular: 

• The interrelated nature of the processes used to identify needs and requirements (explore) 

• Creating solutions to meet those needs (create) 
• Evaluating whether the needs have been met (evaluate) 
 

Where can studying this subject take me? 
Students can go onto study A Level DT, either studying Product Design or Engineering.  
The department has strong links with local business that offer apprenticeships and past students have 
been successful here. Either studying a degree apprenticeship or a foundation or intermediate 
apprenticeship. 
 
Universities offer a range of opportunities, whether it’s Product Design, Industrial Design, Interior 
Design and many other routes.  
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Potential Careers within the Design filed are vast. These include Architecture, Fashion Design, Interior 
Design, Theatre/Set Design, Product Design, Environmental Engineering, Software Design, Mechanical 
Engineering, Graphic Design to name a few. There are so many different pathways you can take; the 
world of design is your oyster.  
 

Out of class opportunities available if I take this subject. 
• Chatsworth Christmas Decorations Project 
• We run a lunchtime and an after-school session each week to help students to stay on track or 

complete extension tasks. 
• A trip to Specialist Canvas to see the world of design come to life. 

 



 

29 

 

Music GCSE (Option) 
 

Exam Board: Eduqas 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
If you are a creative person who wants to learn all about music, then this is the course for you!  Don’t 
think GCSE Music means listening to classical music all the time, it doesn’t!  GCSE Music gives you a 
great opportunity to delve in the vast world of musical styles and genres through performance, 
composing and listening. 
 
The GCSE Specification has three components: Performing on an Instrument, Composing and 
Appraising (listening to) Music. 
 
Component 1 Performing 30% 
You will perform two pieces of music on your instrument.  These should last between 4-6 minutes in 
total.   
 
One piece is an ensemble (group piece) lasting at least one minute – so you may have to form a band 
or a group, you could even form a duet (two people). 
 
One piece is a solo 
 
You can use any instrument or voice or choose a technology option such as DJing.  You do not have to 
perform this in front of an audience. There is no exam for this unit, it is marked by the teacher 
 
Component 2 Composing 30% 
You must compose (make up) two pieces of music.  One is your own choice; one is set by the exam 
board.  You can write these pieces in any styles and for any instruments.  It could be a pop song, a 
piece for a choir, a piece of dance music.  You compose these pieces of music using specialist music 
software on the computers.   
There is no exam for this unit, it is marked by the teacher 
 
Component 3 Appraising 40% 
There is a listening exam (1 hour 15 minutes) at the end of the course where you answer questions on 
8 pieces of music from the different styles you have studied.  The areas are; Musical Forms, Music for 
Ensembles (Groups), Film Music and Popular Music. 
There are 8 questions, 2 questions on each area of study. This unit is marked by the exam board 
 
Where can studying this subject take me? 
Many students who take music continue to study this subject at college or university.  Some students 
gain an advantage over others by combining it with other creative courses.  A number go on to have 
successful careers as musicians, but some find other work within the creative industry.  
Music develops self-confidence and self-belief; it allows you to think creatively and problem solve - 
these are the key skills that many employers look for. 

Out of class opportunities available if I take this subject. 
You will have the opportunity to visit live musical performances and broaden your knowledge of musical 
style and genres – this could be a concert, a musical or a performance.  You will also have extra one-to-
one lessons in your instrument, either within school or outside of school.  The expected level of musical 
skill to achieve a high level is Grade 3 at the end of Year 11. 
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PE and Sport GCSE/ Vocational (Option) 
 

Exam Board: AQA/OCR 

What would I study if I chose this subject? 
 
If you choose PE and Sport as an option, you will be allocated one of the courses below to 
best suit your skills. The specific course your child is allocated will be determined by the 
school. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCSE 
All candidates throughout the course will complete both practical and theory physical education lessons. 
In theory lessons they will improve their knowledge, skills and understanding of: - 

• The human body and movement in physical activity and sport (e.g. Anatomy and physiology, 
movement analysis, physical training, use of data) 

• Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport (e.g. Sports psychology, 
sponsorship and media, performance enhancing drugs, hooliganism, health and fitness) 

In practical lessons students will improve their own ability to plan, perform, analyse and improve their 
own and other’s performances in a variety of activities. 
  
Assessment: 
 
Written Examinations: 2 x 1 hour 15 minutes (60%) 

• Written exams with multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and 
extended answer questions. 
  

Non- Exam Assessment (40%)  
• Practical performance in 3 activities; one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a 

third in either a team or an individual activity (30%) 
• Students will be assessed on their skills and techniques in progressive drills and in the full 

competitive context of their three chosen activities 
• Analysis of a sporting performance (10%) 
▪ Assess performer’s strengths and weaknesses in one of their chosen activities 

▪ Improve the performance with an action plan 

  
It is expected that students will have an all-round ability in most physical activities and 
that they are able to apply their knowledge of rules, tactics and strategies to their three 

chosen sports. Students must also maintain a good level of general fitness. 
 

 
SPORTS STUDIES Vocational 
All candidates throughout the course will complete both practical and theory physical education lessons. 
  
Within lessons they will improve their knowledge, skills and understanding through the following modules: 
- 

• Contemporary issues in sport (R184 – 70 marks) 
• Performance and leadership in sports activities (R185 – 80 marks) 

• Sport and the media (R186 – 40 marks) 
  

Assessment – Exam – Contemporary Issues in Sport  
Written Examinations: 1 x 1 hour 15-minute paper, 70 marks. This examination is sat at the end of Y11. 
The written exam is made up of multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and 
extended answer questions.  
This unit will be externally assessed by the exam board.  
  
Non- Exam Assessment – practical, leadership and sport and the media  

• Practical performance in 2 selected activities – this can be two individual, two team or one of 
each – practical assessment by your teacher observing you in your chosen two sports over 6 
weeks and during a competitive game/performance.  
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• Strengths and weaknesses of sports performance – students will be asked to evaluate their 
performance in a chosen sport and come up with methods to improve performance. – written 
coursework assessed by your teacher. 

• Organisation of a sports activity – students will organise and lead a sports activity session and 
review their own performance in this activity session. They will need to consider safety and write 
a risk assessment. – your teacher will observe you leading and will assess your written 
coursework.  

• Sport and the Media – students will be asked to produce a written piece of coursework on; the 
different sources of media that cover sport, the positive relationship between the media and 
sport, the negative effects of the media in sport - written coursework assessed by your teacher.   

  
It is expected that students will have an all-round ability in most physical activities and 
that they are able to apply their knowledge of rules, tactics and strategies to their two 
chosen sports. Students must also maintain a good level of general fitness. 
 

Where can studying this subject take me? 
Studying PE at KS4 can open doors to a huge range of careers, including: 

• Sports science and physiology 
• Coaching and teaching 
• Physiotherapy and sports therapy 
• Fitness and personal training 
• Nutrition and health-related careers 

• Sports psychology 
• Professional sport and performance pathways 
• The armed forces, emergency services, and public services 

  

PE also supports careers outside of sport, such as business, media, healthcare, and education, because 
employers value the discipline, motivation, and teamwork PE students develop. 

 

Out of class opportunities available if I take this subject. 
Selected students from the Year 10 courses will have the opportunity to gain Sports Leaders awards. 
The SLA is a nationally recognised qualification, aiming to develop leadership, coaching and 
communication skills. 
 
Students are encouraged to participate in the wide range of extra-curricular clubs that are on offer. 
These include: football, netball, badminton, table tennis, basketball, athletics, fitness. 
 

English Language GCSE                                                                                         CORE 
 


