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Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any
music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Students at Nethertorpe School receive an engaging, varied and diverse musical education where
all can explore a range of genres, skills and instruments, regardless of prior knowledge, access or
talent. All students finish Key Stage 3 with an understanding of the piano, ukulele and drums,
enabling them to access a range of instrumental choices. Students also learn how to use
professional music software programs to create their own compositions. Finally, students
develop a keen knowledge of key musical terminology thus enabling them to appraise and
evaluate a diverse range of musical styles and genres.

Our students relish and enjoy the experiences given to them in music - be it through solo or
ensemble playing, composition tasks or appraising musical styles. Each child completes their Key
Stage 3 journey with a deeper knowledge and understanding of the interrelated dimensions of
music and musical elements and we strongly believe this leads to enhanced wellbeing and a
lifelong love of music.

In Year 7 and 8 each child receives one hour of musical tuition per week, in Year 9 students
receive three hours of tuition over the two-week timetable. This increase in curriculum allocation
allows our students to hone and develop their skills and broaden their musical repertoire. The
groundwork at Key Stage 3 creates a solid foundation of understanding and allows for a seamless
transition to the rigorous demands of GCSE Music where Key Stage 4 students receive additional
curriculum tuition totalling three hours per week. At Key Stage 4, students study the Eduqas
GCSE Music specification.



The Curriculum Plan

Term 1 Term 6
Ensemble
Performance 1
Year 7 Rhythm and Pulse Piano Keyboard 1
Composition
Sibelius 1

Ensemble
Performance 2

Composition
Sibelius 2

Piano Keyboard 2

Ensemble
Performance 3

Composition
Sibelius 3

Year 9

African Drumming

Musicals

Yellow Composing

Orange | Performance Skills
Written work (explored both
theoretically and practically)

Please note that all students will study the units listed here but not necessarily in the specific order stated.
This is due to room allocation and timetabling.

Our classrooms are well equipped with a set of full-sized, touch-sensitive programmable
keyboards. Our classrooms also have ukuleles, drums, glockenspiels and xylophones for students
to use. To complement these instruments, we also have access to a suite of high specification
music computers, midi keyboards and interactive drum machines for compositional work.

Each of the six practice rooms are equipped with instruments suitable for that space, these
included full-sized drumkits, electric guitars, bass guitars and amps, acoustic guitars, pianos,
keyboards, string and brass instruments. The practice rooms are a hub of creativity and student
expression. Our performers regularly take part in termly concerts such as our popular Christmas
Concert and celebratory Arts Award Evening. Students also relish being selected to perform in
assemblies and at other school social events.

Students may take ABRSM graded exams at any time in any of the instruments on offer, they
may also choose to take Music Theory exams up to and including Grade 5.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including
choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core
curriculum.

To enhance their learning even further, students have access to a wide range of peripatetic
instrumental teachers (in partnership with Derbyshire Music Services and professional, working
musicians). Students may choose to have additional lessons in violin, guitar, ukulele, piano and
voice. We also have access to additional peripatetic teachers of brass, woodwind and drums.
There are several funding channels to support students wishing to learn an instrument and



money should not be seen as a barrier to inclusion and success, these channels include access to
the Derbyshire Music Service Provision as well as our own Pupil Premium funding scheme.

We have an African Drumming Group who rehearse weekly — this band is open to students in all
year groups as well as staff and it is a pleasure to watch students and staff performing side by
side, sharing their love of music. We were also very pleased to recently host DJing workshops
with a professional DJ and students can now sign up for extra-curricular DJing lessons too.

Finally, we are excited to announce that we have just procured a new singing teacher to develop
our lunchtime choir; this group will be performing their first concert soon!

Part C. Musical experiences

We were very proud to be awarded the nationally recognised Music Mark accreditation earlier in
the year. This award, supported by the Arts Council, is given to those schools who provide high
quality, inclusive music education. We were recommended for this award by Derbyshire Music
Service whom we regularly work with to improve and enhance the provision of music at
Netherthorpe School.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

We have a strong partnership with Derbyshire Music Service and Sheffield Theatres and are
developing links with Sheffield Hallam Sinfonia. Trips to concerts and events involving
professional musicians and performers is high on our list of priorities. We believe in inspiring our
students to aim high through observation and participation in activities with top professional
performers and organisations.

Further information

Please find below a useful link with additional information on music provision within Derbyshire.
This information is provided by Derbyshire County Council.

Music services in Derbyshire - Derbyshire County Council



https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/your-child-at-school/curriculum/music-hub/music-services-in-derbyshire.aspx

